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Engineer’s Week
Banhquet

February 2¢, 2005

From the bahquet to the
career fair the 2005 E-week
activities were a blast. SWE
was well represented at the
bahquet as we had a whole
SWE table for the first time
ever.

The bahquet was held at the
Jefferson Hotel.  Activities
inCluded a networking soCial
hour, dinher, awards, ahd a
keynote address. It was great
t0 See our peers receive
recognition for their
accomplishments and to see the
future engineers ahd scientists
who won the essay contest get
publicCly recoghized.
Congratulations to the
awardees! For a complete
listing, go to the RJEC website
at wwuw.rjec.org.

SWE Table at E-Week Bahquet (Left to Rjght) Rosemary Green, Gioria Dabbs, Nicole
Blahkenbeckler, Jeanne Neureuter, Lynhe Wiseman, Alice Pool, Denise Laman
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SWE Social

March 16
Bottom’s Up in the
West End
6:00 p.m.

RSVP by March 15" to

president(@swe-
richmond.org.
Follow the link for

directions
www.bottomsuppizza.com

Dr. Guiseppi-Elie, Director

of the VCU Center for
Bioelectronics, Biosensors ahd
Biochips, presented the
keynote address: “Engiheering
Relevancy in an Era of Nanho
and Bio.” Dr. Guiseppi
discussed his work in this field
inCluding such topics as
ChemicCally responsive Smart
polymers for the electronic
hose, whole cell biosensors for
monitoring CchemiCal toXicity,
and implantable biosensors to
monitor trauma ViCtims.

A great time was had by all
as engineers, students, anhd
aCademics gathered t0
celebrate the achievements of
our community. Next year SWE
will be the natiohal E-week
Sponsor so start thihbkihg how
about how you can help make
2006 & SspecCial event! Gee

wwuw.eweek.org for more info.
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President’s
Vlessage

The weather has beeh hard
on us sihCe our |ast hewsletter.
Qur Jahuary meeting at
Bottoms {Jp Pizza in the West
End was all but snowed out (12
folks had signed up to attend,
however, in the end only the
three Qfficer’s plus one die
hard member, Lynhe Wiseman,
were able to make the meeting).
The Engineer’s Week Bahquet
in February had a good showing,
but agaih winter weather tried
t0 deter attendance. This was
the first <time GSWE bad
reserved a table for the
banquet. Tt was a hiCe way to
give SWE a Visual presence in
the community ahd something ]
hope we Cah do for future
banhqguets... especCially next year
when SWE will be the National
gection Sponsor for E-week.

Thanks to the TRichmond
Women’s Business Consortium
MRWBC), Richmond SWE was
given great Commubity Visibility
in February. RIWBC hosted a
Women’s [eadership EXchange
luncheon at the Testwood
Club for 3¢ organizations that
serve, support and celebrate
women. An ih-depth report oh
this luncheon Cah be found on
page 5 Of the hewsletter.

Nicole has done a great job
reporting oh our progress
related to our membership ahd
sponsorship goals. The weather
has made it challenging to
inCrease attehdahCe at our
monthly meetihgs, but we have

shownh  slow and steady
progress. 1 hope to see mahy
March 2005

Of you at our March meeting at
Bottoms Up Pizza (let’s hope
winter weather is now behind
us)). Be watching for news of
our April meeting. The format
is expected to be a bit
different as we hope to hold a
joint meeting with another
professional socCiety and have
an entertaihing Speaker.... A
Mark Twain  impersonator.
Watch your e-mails for more
information.

gponsorship and Corporate
membership solicitations have
beenh sent tO §iX Of our teh

target Compahies: Verizon,
DuPont, Infineon
Technologies, Philip Morris

USA, Dominion ahd Alstom
Power, Inc. Initial response has
been good. Some level Of
sponsorship is expected from at
least three of the companies.
Companies to be contacted in
March  inClude Wyeth
Pharmaceuticals, Alfa Laval

inc., Defense Genheral Supply,
Chesapeake (Corporation and
Albemarle Corporation. If you
have suggestions oOf other
companhies we should cobhtaCt
or if you have contact hames
for those listed, please drop an
e-mail t0 president@swe-
richmond.org.

And finally, T want to thank
each of your for your support,
prayers and words of
condolence and  Sympathy
following the death Of my
Father in February. It has beenh
a trying four weeks, but it has
been a little easier kKnowing so
many folks had me in their
thoughts ahd prayers. Your
messages were truly
appreCiated (@ was the
beautiful plaht sent from my
“CWE Friends”). Thahk you.

Rosemary Green, President,
President@swe-richmond.ors
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FIRST Robots on
AttacCk

BY TifFany Quens

Qver 60 robots invaded the
VCU Giegel Center for the
2005 FIRST Robotics
NASANCU TResgional
Competition on March 35,
2005. The mission for this
year'’s competition was “Triple
Play’ or tetrahedral tiC-taC-toe.
TRobots were tasked with
picking up and placihg red or
blue ‘tetra’ shapes within the
3%3 g0al matrix to score poipts
and ‘Claim ownership’ of the
g0als.

Three teams worked
together on each red or blue
alliance to score that winning
goal. The regional cCompetition
for high school students
featured teams from the
Virginia area and as far away as
Michigan and [New Jersey.
The teams were coached by
talented mentors and
teachers. Tast paced actioh
and metal-metal robot contaCt
made for Sseveral action
packed days of matches!

The wide array Of robot
designs to accomplish the task
was quite impressive. Some
robots aimed for height in
lifting the tetras, others
seemed to g0 for the ability to
ram ahd overpower Opposing

robots. The 27° %X 52" plaYing
field provided many
Oopportunities for robot

defense and Offense, as well as
an oCCasional tetra flying to the
sidelines. The referees had the
intense job of tracking the 6

Through a new
strategic partnership
with Kaplan AEC
Education, SWE
members can now
receive a 20% discount
on all exam preparation
materials for the
Fundamentals of
Engineering exam (FE)
and Principles and
Practice of Engineering
exam (PE), the two
exams necessary to
become a licensed
engineer. See

WWW.SWE.0Tg.
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robots on the field for scoring
and assessing pehalties. The
players could receive penalties
for a wide rahge Of Violations
ihCluding |oading the tetra oOn
the vrobot incorrectly, the
coach touching the controls,
uhsafe rvobot operagtion oOr
pinhing another robot for more
thah 10 seconds.

Hundreds oOf Vvolunhteers
Came together tO make the
event a great success! The
regionhal competition concluded
with an awards ceremony. The

top teams will continue to the
hatiohal competition this April
in Atlahta.

For more information on
FIRST see wwuw.usafirst.org.

Girls in ScCience
Qctober 1-2, 2005

Plabning has just begun for
this popular evenht - SO mark
your Calendars nhow! The
tentative theme for this year is
forensic science, so it should
be a lot Of fun, as always.

For those of you who are
new to our sectioh, GIS is ab
ahhual, overhight event at the
gcience Museum of Virginia
for middle school girls. The
event has grown over the years
t0 inClude almost 300 people
@170+ girls, their chaperones

and volunteers like you)
Thanks t0 continued
sponsorship by DuPont,

partiCipahts only pay $10 for
hours of fun and learning.

The chair of this Year’s
event will be Kirstin Huesmann,
who you may remember as the
volunteer coordinator from last
year. The new volunteer
coordinator will be Cindy
Williams. To get involved, you
Cah contact [Kirsten at
GIS@swe-richmonhd.org and
Cindy at @GISVolunhteer@swe-
richmond.org. Thanhks to
Kirsten and Cindy for plahhing
this wonderful event.

Gtay tuhed for more info as
we get further in the plahhing
process.
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