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Engineer’s Week

February 20-27, 2005

February is just around the
corner. Our sectionh
participates in the Career Fair
and with 200m into
Engineering. If you are
interested ih  helping toO
coordinate our partiCipation
for 2005, please let onhe of the
officers know ASAP. Gee
www.eweek.org for more info
on Eweek ahd how you cah help
make a difference!

Anhother
guccessful Year
for Gzirls In
CcCience

Qctober 2-3, 200¢

By Jill Conley

QOnce agaih, Vvolunteers
braved the sCience museum for
a fun filled weekend Of
exploration ahd adventure. On
(Qctober 2 ¢ 3, over 160 middle
school girls, pius  their
Chaperones, Volunteers, ahd
science museum workers put
their environmental skills to the

test exploring soil erosion,
ahimal habitats, water
treatment techhiques, point
source contamihatioh, ahd
other exciting challenges in an
Envirohmental Science
weekend at the §Cience

Museum of Virginia. This was
the 10th Year for G@Girls in
gcience, ahd it was the 5th year
that the event has beeh a Camp-
in experience for the girls. This
year, the featured speakers
were Aflthea Haylett of DuPont
and Kareh Gismour from the
Department Of Environmental
Quality.

During the activity time, the
girls bhad fun discovering
methods Of detecting soil
contaminatioh, dribking-water
contamination, and Qreo
contaminatioh!  The evenhing
ended with a “make-it-yourself”
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shack that included sediment,
soil, ahd worms! (On Sunhday
morhing, Ms. Cismour
Captivated the girls' attention
by giving some of them the
opportuhity to demonstrate the
to0Ils Of the trade for Various
epgineering  disciplines  and
explaining how each disCipline
is applicable to Environmental
GCienCe ¢ Engineering.  Of
course, the event would nhot
have been complete without
the sound of girls sheaking
around the sCiehCe museum at
three in the morhing, and, of
course, we Cah't forget toO
mention that wonderful Shake
petting opportunity we all had
Sunday morning! T hope you will
consider joining us nhext Yyear.
Were always looking for
voluhteers who want tO
introduce young women to the
wonderful world of sCience and
engineeringt Special thahks to
DuPont for their sponsorship
of this anhual event!

SWE Social

January 19"
Bottom’s Up in the
West End

6:00 p.m.
RSVP to SWE-rich@swe-

richmond.org by Jan. 18™,
Follow the link for
directions
www.bottomsuppizza.com
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President’s
Message

Ceveral busy months have
past SinCe our [ast hewsletter in
September. Another
successful @Girls in  Science
program was held ih Qctober.
Cpecial thanks go to Kirstin
Huesmannh of DuPont for
coordinating the over 25
volunteers heeded t0 make this
program a Success. Eight of
the volunteers Kirstin found
were reCruited from our SWE
gection.

In Qctober 1 was also able
t0 attend two of the four day
National SWE conhference in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin  (see
article on page 4. Being a first
time attendee, everything at
the Conhference was new to me
and evenh the three hour awards
banquet held my full attention!
In addition tO meeting some
very interesting SWE members
from all over the country, T was
also able to hook-up with a past
Richmond SWE President, Kati
Hufnagel, who now lives anhd
works in the Washingtoh, DC
area. Kati really made the
conference worth while by
introducing me tO Sseveral
Regional SWE officers and a
handful of the more thah ¢00
other members of her
Baltimore-({Jashington Section.

Qur November meeting at
the Thai Room restaurant may
have been small ih humber but
was very significant in that we
sighed oh a hew member,
Jeanne Neureuter from
Dominion @Generation.  §ihce
becoming a member, Jeannhe has

............................

E Want to subscribe to our .
- electronic mailing list?
Just send an e-mail from
:  the acct. you want to
:  subscribe to
- listmanager(@swe.org with
a blank subject line and
the following in the body
of the message:

subscribe
swerichmondmembers
{first name last name)}

Where {first name last
name} is replaced with
your first and last name.

............................

raised over $130 for us throug
the Sale Of our 2000 Rjchmond
SWE Cookbooks at a Dominion
“Christmas Yard Gale”. Thabhk
you Jeanneit!

The FY 200%4/2005 goals for
our Section Canh be found on
page 4 Of this bhewsletter.
Please look over these goals
and if you have any leads for
hew individual members or
corporate members or
sponsorships, please drop a line
t0 me at president@swe-
richmond.org. Td love to go to
work oh conhtacting these
people in Jahuary anhd building
up our membership.

As 1 write these comments, ]
am |0oKihg forward tO our
second ahhual meeting at
Created by You, a paint-your-
own pottery shop. Hope you
Jjoined us!

Rosemary (zreen, President,
President@swe-richimond.org
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First [Lego
[League and
Robotics

BY Hafsah Navarro

The First [ego [eague
(FLL) tourhament, considered
the “little l[eague” of the FIRST
Robotics (Competition, was
held Saturday November 20th
at Maggie Walker High School.
For those who dopht Kpow
about FLL, it extends the
FIRST concept of inspiring and
celebrating science and
techhology to children aged 9
through 1%, uSing real-world
context and hahds-on
experimentation. These youhg
partiCipants build a robot from
the LEGO® MINDSTORMS™
Robotics Invention System™
technology which is specially
desighed for their age group
using LEGQO bricks ahd other
elements such as Sensors,
motors and gears. The
constructed rvobots had to
accomplish different tasks on a
game board by using two types
Of programming.

Besides the actual
mechanics of the robot, the
Kids also had to give a
presehtation on ways to help
{\(12}
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peopie with different |evels Of
physicCal ability. The
competition play board had
tasks such as putting a CD into
a CD case, feeding pets,
pushing in chairs and unlocking
a gate. 1 assisted in judging
each teams robot; if they were
able to complete the tasks and
how well their robot was
constructed. Each team was
given feedbaCk from the judge
and pointers were given for
next year’s competition. ] had a
really good time interacCting
with the Kids. Breakfast ahd
lunch was provided during the
day for the judges. It was very
wel| organized and 1 was able to
interact with the Kids and
other judges with out much
pressure. The prize cervemony
ended at ¢pm.

Y N

Al 4|4 4 4] 4| 4] 44444

NN

The FIRST TRobotics
Competition is a high school
competition. This Year there
are 5¢ teams across Virginia and
22 in the  metropolitan
Richmond/Tri-Cities area. The
regional event in March is held
at the VC[{ Giegel Center.
SWE representation is being
requested for all of the young
women oh those high school
teams to see good, positive role
models among the volunteers
there. What about itz Cah you
come play with the big robots
March 3-5% at the VCU Siegel
Center?

No direct involvement with
robotiCs is really required to
partiCipate. This is especCially
true of the referees. They just
heed to learh the rules of the
game and how to SscCore a
match.

Electrical engineers cCanh

NN

2004-05 RAS Sponsorship Levels
Contact us at swe-rich(@swe-richmond.ore for more info.

Platinum Level - >/= $2,000 cash or equivalent services
* Credit for up to 5 employees to attend any Richmond SWE sponsored event.

* Listing and link from Richmond SWE's website to Sponsor's website.

* Complementary advertisement in all Richmond SWE publications (quarterly newsletter).
* Opportunity to display recruitment materials at any SWE sponsored event.

Gold level - $1,000 - $1,999 cash or equivalent services
* Credit for 2 employees to attend any Richmond SWE sponsored event.

* Listing and link from Richmond SWE's website to Sponsor's website.

* Complementary advertisement in all Richmond SWE publications (quarterly newsletter).
* Opportunity to display recruitment materials at any SWE sponsored event.

Silver level - $500 - $999 cash or equivalent services
* Complementary advertisement in all Richmond SWE publications (quarterly newsletter).
* Opportunity to display recruitment materials at any SWE sponsored event.

Bronze level - $0 - $249 cash or equivalent services
* Opportunity to display recruitment materials at any SWE sponsored event.
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normally Sspot a danhgerous
wiring job, whether it be on a
high-school built robot or an
industrial control panel. Same
with a mechaniCal ehgineer -
they Cah recoghize if a
partiCular gizmo or assembly is
put together within acCeptable
parameters. We provide
training ahd always parther
experienced inspectors with
new recruits, o it's hot hard to
come up to speed quICKIy.
There are also dozens of
non-technical positions
available for someohe who
might really want to partiCipate
in the event, but take a day off
from engineering. We'll be
happy to help find a place for
them, if they are willing to
donate their time.
More information Can be
found on the FIRST website:
Www.usfirst.org.

NN
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